QUESTION TAGS

This music isn’t very good, is it?
Question tags are short questions that can follow sentences, especially in SPOKEN ENGLISH.
We make question tags with auxiliary verbs (have, can, be, etc...) + pronoun (I, you, etc...).
We use question tags to ask if something is true, or to ask people to agree with us.


You haven’t got my keys, have you?
Ann won’t finish the work in time, will she?

This music is very good, isn’t it?

That child can run fast, can’t he?
When the sentence is affirmative, the question tag is negative, and when the sentece is negative, the question tag is not negative: 
It is hot in here, isn’t it?







It isn’t too cold, is it?
Negative tags are usually contracted, for example: ...isn’t it?  or ...can’t he?
The negative tag for I am is aren’t I?    Compare:
I’m late, aren’t I?








I am not late, am I?
1 Write the question tag for these sentences:

Iam late, aren’t I?





It’s dark in this room, .......................
You can’t swim, can you?




He can speak Russian, .......................
Ann will be here tomorrow, .......................

The train’s late, .......................
The postman hasn’t come, .......................

The food wasn’t bad, .......................

You are ready, .......................



You’ve finished, .......................

When a sentence has an auxiliary verb or be, we use them in the question tag:

You would like some tea, wouldn’t you?


I’m not talking too fast, am I?
Ann doesn’t eat meat, does she?



You aren’t angry with me, are you?
He didn’t know the answer, did he?


They don’t like it, do they?
When the sentence has an ordinary verb and there is no auxiliary verb, we use do / does / did in the tag:

They went to Spain, didn’t they?


The lesson starts at 7.00, doesn’t it?

You knew the answer, didn’t you?

You like Susan, don’t you?

In the next activities you have more sentences taken from real conversations. 
Write the question tags, and have a look at the rules and examples for help.
2. Put in the question tags.            You’re playing football tomorrow, aren’t you?
That’s the right answer, .......................

We’re seeing Rebecca again tomorrow, .......................

She’s a lovely baby, .......................

You’ll be OK, ......................., Roger?

Your brother can tell us that, .......................

Mary likes brown bread, .......................

This house gets too hot in the summer, .......................

3. Here are some negative sentences. Put in the question tags.

They weren’t at home, .......................

But he is not at school now, .......................
You can’t remember anything, .......................

They don’t use much electricity, .......................
She doesn’t look happy, .......................

These flowers don’t need much water, .......................

4. Change these questions into statements with question tags.

Do you work at Zara?



You work at Zara, don’t you?
Have they lived in France?​


They’ve...

Did they go home early?





Do we have all the equipment?
Did it rain last week?





Does her brother writes for AS?

Do I need a passport?





Would you like a holiday?

Was the train late?






Did Sarah forget your birthday?

We can use there as a subject in question tags too:
There’s a letter for me, isn’t there?








There weren’t any problems, were there?
There are two more lessons, .......................................
There was a phone call for me, ......................................
There’s a meeting this afternoon, .......................................
There hasn’t been any snow this year, ....................................
Remember that question tags are common in SOPKEN ENGLISH, so it will be good for you to pay attention to the following:

1 When a tag asks a real question, we say it with rising intonation, that is, the music of the voice goes up 

We’re meeting in Oxford, aren’t  we?


The lesson begins at twelve, doesn’t  it?


Your sister has gone to America, hasn’t  she?


You’re from Scotland, aren’t  you?

2 When a tag only asks for agreement, we use a falling intonation, the voice goes down 

Nice day, isn’t  it?


Bill’s a good swimmer, isn’t  he?


She looks good in red, doesn’t  she?


It’s cold, isn’t  it?

We can also say that when the tag asks a real question, like in section 1, we put the stress on the pronoun; on the other hand, when the tag asks for agreement, like in section 2, we put the stress on the auxiliary verb.





----- ooOoo -----

Now, go back to the sentences in the previous activities (2 and 3) and decide:

1) If the tag asks a real question (RQ) or asks for agreement (AG)


2) If you must use rising             or  falling             intonation.
